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A. Knowledge and Competencies  
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Extra-Curricular Experiences
Helping students become well-rounded individuals involves creating a wide 
range of educational experiences. Wellesley Public Schoolsõ students engaged 
in a variety of extra-curricular activities during the 2016-2017 school year, 
garnering a number of awards, including but not limited to:

•	 60 Boston Globe Scholastic Art Competition awards
•	 WHS Fall Musical: Beauty and the Beast, Spring Show: Avenue Q
•	 WMS Spring Musical: The Lion King Jr.
•	 Winter Play: Now in Color won multiple awards including: Moss Hart 

Memorial Award, Massachusetts Educational Theater Guild acting 
awards, and Massachusetts High School Theater Collaborative 
Festival awards for playwriting, tech, and acting 

•	 WHS Honors Chamber Orchestra, Keynote Singers, and Wind Ensemble 
all won Gold Medals at the Massachusetts Instrumental and Choral 
Conductors Association (MICCA) Festival

•	 State Championships in Boys’ Cross Country, Girls’ Indoor Track and 
Girls’ Golf 

WHS Musical: Beauty & the Beast
Photo by Barry Braunstein

Standardized Assessments
Wellesley Public Schools continues to perform above 
state, national, and international averages on standard-
ized assessments. 

SATs
The Wellesley High School Class of 2016 achieved an 
average score of 1813 on the SAT versus 1552 for Mas-
sachusetts students, and 1490 nationally (See Figure 
1). WHS Black/African American & Hispanic/Latino 
students continue to outperform their peers both state-
wide and nationally. However, there does remain a gap 
between Wellesley Public Schoolsõ White & Asian stu-
dents and Black/African American, Hispanic/Latino  
and Multi-Racial students by 280 points.

Advanced Placement Courses
WHS students taking Advanced Placement courses 
outperform students both within Massachusetts and 
Nationally, with over 90% scoring a 3 or higher (See 
Figure 2). Wellesley High School continues to focus on 
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PISA
In spring 2017, 68 9th and 10th graders were randomly se-
lected to participate in an administration of the Program for 
International Student Assessment (PISA). Launched by the 
Organisation of Economic Co-Operation & Development 
(OECD) in 1997, the test assesses students who are 15 years 
old in the areas of Reading, Mathematics, and Science. PISA 
was given in 2015 to students from over 72 countries and 
economies. Wellesley High Schoolõs results were compared 
with the last world-wide administration (See Figure 3).  The 
mean scores for WHS students were above both the nation-
al and international averages in all tested subjects. Even 
though all Wellesley students performed well as compared 
to other schools in the United States and internationally, 
there remains an achievement gap for economically disad-
vantaged students.

MA Comprehensive Assessment System (MCAS )
The Massachusetts English Language Arts and Math cur-
riculum frameworks were originally created in 2011 and re-
vised in 2017. In spring 2017, the Massachusetts Department 
of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) adminis-
tered the Next-Generation MCAS to students in grades 3 
through 8 for English Language Arts (ELA) and Math. The 
state has redesigned the MCAS exam to more accurately 
measure student achievement on the Massachusetts Learn-
ing Standards. 

Next-Generation MCAS is designed to be a computer-based 
test (CBT). It was administered in Wellesley Public Schools 
as a CBT to grades 4 and 8 in spring 2017. In addition to the 
change in format of Next-Generation MCAS, the state has 
changed the achievement bands for the test, and spring 2017 
results set the baseline for all schools. The average scaled 
score throughout the state in ELA and Math was 500. This 
scaled score was used to inform this baseline for student 
performance on the Massachusetts Learning Standards and 
newly created performance levels placed students into one 
of four categories: Exceeding Expectations (530-560), Meet-
ing Expectations (500-529), Partially Meeting Expectations 
(470-499), and Not Meeting Expectations (440-469). WPS 
performance in Next-Generation MCAS Results for Grades 
5 & 8 are pictured in Figure 4.

The MCAS exams for 10th grade ELA and Math and Science 
in grades 5, 8 and 9 have not yet moved to Next-Genera-



4



Wellesley Public Schools 2016-2017 Progress Report	 5

SEED at Wellesley Middle School
The Middle School SEED (Social Emotional Education De-
velopment) delivers curriculum appropriate to each grade 
level.  Sixth grade students learn about transitions and 
friendship, seventh grade about self management and 
identity, and eighth grade about relationships and com-
munity.  As a highlight, the SEED program offers a day 
for eighth grade students to attend teacher-led workshops 
about mental health, stress, race, identity and/or gender.  
These programs continue to be enhanced to keep step with 
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Art work by Abby Frank

program. Wellesley High Schoolõs Performing Arts 
Department, under the direction of teacher Mr. Steve 
Wrobleski, devised the play Now in Color, meaning the 
whole event was created by the cast and crew. 

The events of 1967 caused WHS to explore many is-
sues around race. The work began with a wonderful 
workshop at the beginning with Dr. Chisum and Dr. 
Wornum to help the cast learn how to start these con-
versations. Then we had former WHS teacher, Ms. 
Jeannie Goddard come in to talk about some of the 
racial issues faced by WHS over the years. In the end 
a piece was created that explored issues that affect 
METCO students here at WHS and issues that affect 
people of color everywhere.

FOCUS AREA I: PREPARING OUR STUDENTS

The Bates School, in collaboration with the 
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Recruitment & Diversity
Attracting, developing and retaining high qual-
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FOCUS AREA II: HIGH
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FOCUS AREA III: MAXIMIZING OUR RESOURCES

Renewing our Facilities
The ongoing maintenance and upgrades for our ten schools and their associated properties requires constant 
planning and implementation of multi-year projects to ensure our educators and students have the facilities 
needed for success.  Our Facilities Master Plan provides the guidance to achieve this goal.  

The past year saw the completion of the Wellesley Middle Schoolõs windows replacement project, the largest  
Accelerated Repair Project in the state. It was completed as scheduled in the summer of 2016. The District-wide 
school security project was approved at Annual Town Meeting, and installation of its components began in June.  

The High School Track and Field project was completed during the fall of 2016, with an opening ceremony on 
October 22nd.  The þrst football game was played on the þeld on October 29th. WPS is grateful to the many com-
munity partners and volunteers, whose leadership was responsible for the funding and execution of the project, 
which has created a wonderful resource for not just only the schools but the community at large.

The major facilities focus for 2016-2017 was the Hardy, Hunnewell, Upham (HHU) project.  The HHU Master 
Plan Committee completed its work in March 2017 and released a set of recommendations, which included a rec-
ommendation for new construction and/or renovation at two of the three schools, with an agreement to proceed 
with a third school subject to student enrollment.  The next step in this process is to conduct feasibility studies 
at these sites to determine the location(s) and sequence for these projects. The School Committee thanks all the 
community members, board members, and staff for the signiþcant work done on this critical long-term project.

Partnerships with Our Community
The Wellesley Public Schools are enriched by strong partnerships with the community.  The Town of Wellesley 
itself is more than just the WPSõs primary funder -- it is a key partner in planning and advancing the schools for 
the future.  Throughout the year, key Town departments such as the Wellesley Police Department, Wellesley Fire 
& Rescue, Health Department, and various other Town ofþces are present both in the classroom supplementing 
the curriculum, and behind the scenes with administrators. 

At each school, families are active partners. Through schoolsõ individual Parent Teacher Organizations (PTOs), 
families contributed over $176,000 to support creative arts and sciences in the classroom, equipment, and profes-
sional development opportunities for educators. 
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DISTRICT PERCENT PERCENT PERCENT PERCENT PERCENT

Belmont 75 78 96 96 90

Brookline 72 72 98 92 87

Concord 80 79 - - -

Concord-Carlisle 84 82 98 98 96

Dover-Sherborn 84 82 99 97 97

Lexington 79 81
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